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The development of the National Biological
Information Infrastructure (NBII) builds on a
set of related authorities, policy statements,
and management recommendations that
have provided the foundation and direction
for this broad, cooperative undertaking.

National Research Council Report
In 1993, the National Research Council’s
Committee on the Formation of the
National Biological Survey released a report
entitled “A Biological Survey for the
Nation.” In this report, the Committee’s
Recommendation 3-1 was:

Under the leadership of the NBS, the
National Partnership should develop a
National Biotic Resource Information
System. This should be a distributed
federation of databases designed to make
existing information more accessible and to
establish mechanisms for efficient,
coordinated collection and dissemination
of new data and information. The NBS
should take the lead in promoting
standards for sampling, measurement, data
recording, and data transfer. It should
support continuing state efforts to develop
regional and statewide environmental
databases and should work closely with
and support database development in
museums, universities, and other
appropriate organizations. It should also
participate in interagency initiatives to
coordinate collection and management of
biodiversity data by the federal
government.

Establishment of National
Biological Service
The former National Biological Service
(NBS)—precursor to the U.S. Geological
Survey’s Biological Resources Division
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(see below)—was established through
Secretarial Order signed by the Secretary
of the Interior in September 1993. The
NBS became operational in November
1993, when the President signed the FY
1994 Interior Department
Appropriations Act. The Secretarial
Order stated that in order to accomplish
its mission “to gather, analyze, and
disseminate the biological information
necessary for the sound stewardship of
our Nation’s natural resources and to
foster understanding of biological
systems and the benefits they provide to
society,” the NBS would “…develop the
ability and resources to transfer the
information gained in research and
monitoring to resource managers and to
others concerned with the care, use, and
conservation of the Nation’s resources.”

Executive Order 12906
In April 1994, the President signed
Executive Order 12906, Coordinating
Geographic Data Acquisition and
Access: the National Spatial Data
Infrastructure. This order requires
Federal agencies, in cooperation with
State, local, and tribal governments, and
the private sector, to help implement
the National Spatial Data Infrastructure
(NSDI). The NSDI refers to “the
technology, policies, standards, and
human resources necessary to acquire,
process, store, distribute, and improve
the utilization of geospatial data.”
Overall coordination responsibility for
carrying out the Executive Order is
given to the Federal Geographic Data
Committee. The NBII program works
with the Federal Geographic Data
Committee to increase access and
dissemination of biological geospatial



data through the NBII and the NSDI, in
compliance with the requirements of
this Executive Order.

U. S. Geological Survey
Strategic Plan
On October 1, 1996, the NBS was
integrated at Congressional direction
into the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS),
becoming its Biological Resources
Division or BRD. This move added an
important living resources dimension to
the agency’s earth sciences orientation,
thus making it possible for USGS to
bring physical plus biological science to
natural resource management problems.
One of the goals of the USGS Strategic
Plan (1996-2005) is to provide leadership
in organizing and managing earth
science data and information and
making both available in useful forms.

National Performance Review
In February 1997, the Vice President
released the report of the National
Performance Review and Government
Information Technology Services Board
on “Access America: Reengineering
Through Information Technology.”
This report includes a series of
recommendations to improve the
effectiveness of Federal programs
through information technology. The
report notes: “There is also a need for a

National Biological Information
Infrastructure (NBII).”  One of the
recommended actions of the report:
“Establish a Federal interagency working
group to coordinate the continued
development of a National Biological
Information Infrastructure.” (See chapter
A04, “Bringing Environmental
Information to the Public.”)

Office of Management and Budget
Circular A-130
Office of Management and Budget
Circular A-130, “Management of Federal
Information Resources,” (revised in
February 1996) is the cornerstone of
Federal Information Resources
Management (IRM) policy.  A-130 was
authorized through the Paperwork
Reduction Act, which established a
broad mandate for agencies to perform
their information management activities
in an efficient, effective, and economical
manner. A-130 requires Federal agencies
to take the initiative to disseminate
information, to maximize usefulness of
information to the government and to
the public, and to assist the public in
locating government information. The
NBII program works in compliance with
these requirements to broaden the
dissemination of biological information
produced by Federal government
programs to the public.


